
4/21/2020 Scholars Say COVID-19 Has Exposed America’s Racial Fault Lines - INDY Week

https://indyweek.com/news/northcarolina/duke-scholars-say-covid-19-exposed-racial-fault-lines/ 1/11

Custom Search     

THE INDY IS FREE. MAKING IT ISN'T.
Support fearless independent local journalism. 
Join the INDY Press Club today. 

Scholars Say COVID-19
Has Exposed America’s
Racial Fault Lines
BY THOMASI MCDONALD  APR. 17, 2020  3:21 P.M.

Menu

BEST OF THE TRIANGLE NEWSLETTER SIGNUP NEWS ARTS & CULTURE

MUSIC FOOD & DRINK GUIDES EVENTS INDY WEEK PRESS CLUB

MY ACCOUNT

READ MORE

x

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvOnC2JelI2ZWXlFa4T-I3kiMUYas4npSVaiLkqgoOikk8mfptGXzu5wB7ekVIS1iyL6YLWgOUvtTxt-EU9IIhsUc8MqiAQkfEk3VktTNlbiWT5Z-1RKi-vFWSvTjSKHGZIC6AtCqxE8P8-HWRgsw9_u90T2Y0ensVC_VOYnAiotwBRKJ4G-WuG5FyuWZV45kS6J-CVLttAuBAlduvkrfqbIrWYHtrMAORSMi4fm_y8F_AOtQE3-F8Bi-vp_PILDR2Gfq06Gi1VaGJcvnpiguICm3MHmidlbSOwEUCM1nG63rj4wVIN0JUBFh2kruPwMnLusFbNe_8-NTBCBwWWJzQ4EK4hkZTsW9hqz_dgn744y6bXt6tYiA5P_nIREwlLi1ibfzDrlj2qLVYntAE6aq6d4I-lOWPu91-fYUXE2j67ZY2k00zcRrrnKSRqTu4LHTT7xM1pWzw2ZDsiGhLCJcefgOUTOtKsyiAvJXr2i7eq_KAIAB9Tb_VCDoFRkgW-Ss3MH1TLM1n1xhqjlmW3tz0fxc1Y6hrOFXj8kvXRilCXsMx9bpxGp6UcfN78vOzbPDQ9YTYduRrla-LBAZ49-Q3B2z5mcLKp6YiMmGZm1X_fxOkX9VkzchF0znitP8jFhU4NJjlDVmKCCCFUyAPZiUnvF0K_WnOJA8_RfWApehxPDUAnLor-yH5NGoXtUAuFe0Otpo-DFJmbCFiBGrAjUVOEk6lYPRL-bGszbrR0XzwfIBBBBCERseskSQDqCMss9-eT14NQlscsDQeWa2CPvCYUnkiYKCgjc6TrUKnCgCWmpU4UTWOhkE7JicMC5Sd_2WxuVlaCdMESwedrnBGeB3nHMFIOkMMNULDUjQihFjflgBAq8LiQbo5qz3aeaeRWv7fFvRLgCuo5e7Lwcrh5vR7buIU9ujnGe8_6EPKd6HP0zit4batNDk-pGQ_Tap9Wzqaj6fruD3ngCNEYFyw2WA9y-1jESMxBV9x0iQYdhZyzLHA-zMQ7kpyQaie-BujEIOJip25EyauYXgM53G_jch2bDL2sujqjYh4Y2G75ePnIG3-ni6_ZgO7Lhzaf7MXwbwgWnPum&sai=AMfl-YR0jyLtXhR1bz_PThQNpcSe21_bPpXPdzKjcbr8GRhV2oBKF7IMtfJX_GyL7s3Tt9qt5FK6yW473XHxKDRjkZy1R1UIRbYZpXDk1jS_ToAM5udD5tB45C5fN2mSsgN3Af6ZM0ZiqCPexiWIvoJQRUmOaCCJ8h_tNjV0mugD&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMwC9hpfgL1r&urlfix=1&adurl=https://t.myvisualiq.net/click_pixel%3Fet%3Dc%26ago%3D212%26ao%3D720%26aca%3D20479831%26si%3D2259582%26ci%3D110999207%26pi%3D209277139%26ad%3D409050541%26sv1%3D-7%26advt%3D5053232%26chnl%3D-7%26vndr%3D115%26sz%3D6527%26u%3Dred%3Dhttps://blogs.constantcontact.com/personalize-emails-based-know/%3Frmc%3Dclm_con_trialrtg_retdbm_personalization%26rmc%3DCLK_20479831_2259582_209277139_110999207_409050541%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv2gfFHIV63D3p0tSnsc75_es2KU82eB7X7O8Ptn6ErrWGhepZfScKiREucTqchbIQ9Cn2bic0FMN8Wh5hjvgpjUBi-dHjY-ugo871vQgNb_KhTIfqDQv6AIos58FPdXoTAJYH0LlHh8DbzI9pGA4YS-nOnfIaSdyff_HC4P_dQLym696Sja6hQIxicTsERm2RvWE3Y8qjhL6HlhpJnnsPfpSJWfxPTXk9wH2b5yOnnlykFoBHsK4T1k2RGVUcqNKAT6G2jzIGij1sp7BzrjIj4Db_1RvzCKRoMHMnoyVG7FDwv1BgfmBkCD6o1XZ37S8ZmF6FHvkebxsjOmqr5gN16fgtYTFiS5E06jGI81-mZLI3xZaOXKVyjr6dSn_tXWZO3TUKGUSUBxREDJBMgm5Sb7f19tYUkjGv8UbIZdexWTx8gbcBU2XLLs2Y5NaouMzhBwHlDNzUZKzXPCi7hMJUSyHuKh-lgsYvXAzCQkOBOKKcjejgzeY-S5_bOsB2rxNiNKvbh3aUbdsMT2OriUa2ELuHQtluSJIeZrHe5Ey9yTmRUln4jU-twgnNj_ghdfuc1hM9vLGLwhG2EzmJIR3KJjMHuTRHUUPCJBMLgRraeLQ3hMfUG6QBdML0CzUYu_8Qe2OzWcf5fupCPfFz3Epaq7eB01ChPtzUXZKSom_GW-H8kf7ZQK82ptOx1AoeBodZ0AaizoEJBdcTmq-by7399GLuNMYRaQJPMTWbnQZ6aSkqXxpCCR_x0wtjpCNVmv7Jb7pEilZhTn7SRgNrP14VeDBhJbItn_Bm98hvg19x1FVWA6gUftxxIJAu-FJ7UXN-_eKM4K0UBGzVvECcuJQj6tDRcueDWxfKkQ2G7H0OT42iXm4jXr0wD4n8lNR2FmxrnzXlbkxHglOPy-ffy-5OY9RUcttTOMHKiaHZP_WguwlVOxL8Vv837UrARw-BZIhIcvZ54OhP_MTl47r0k1kTmNviiMYxY_RMGSDa6HhR-8AGSXvLLSHkLh4mkljnKjoAlY-yyEdGNAclIrUxoR6ogTRqKWaXrhqwzhqFFGpkdLmi5FoEkg6oftevyJMfzcmZ6F_PRazP9vvVO1jXfjng2GhP_t4U1T6g&sai=AMfl-YSHuG5v72SO8aU2NdFm2PctmvF482uzxsIsCBB6xSKkXq9-B8yH2ZmiUA2fF_FbifPDmnnDLzS86FrnRpxEnLsAkub6kyh4IpmcavnL-4BjuYdBW5iaiVaBrtlhK7qtJCX9Yrb6dF7Utlwc_a3GnvrMa2yC35yZbXPBH1oM&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNp2uNA7zQHl&urlfix=1&adurl=https://t.myvisualiq.net/click_pixel%3Fet%3Dc%26ago%3D212%26ao%3D720%26aca%3D20479831%26si%3D2259582%26ci%3D110999207%26pi%3D209277139%26ad%3D409050541%26sv1%3D-7%26advt%3D5053232%26chnl%3D-7%26vndr%3D115%26sz%3D6527%26u%3Dred%3Dhttps://blogs.constantcontact.com/personalize-emails-based-know/%3Frmc%3Dclm_con_trialrtg_retdbm_personalization%26rmc%3DCLK_20479831_2259582_209277139_110999207_409050541%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://indyweek.com/
https://www.facebook.com/IndependentWeekly/
https://twitter.com/indyweek
https://www.instagram.com/indyweek/
https://indyweek.com/api/rss/content.rss
https://api.pico.tools/pn/INDYWeek
https://indyweek.com/topics/thomasi-mcdonald/
https://indyweek.com/indy-weeks-best-of-the-triangle
https://indyweek.com/newsletter-signup
https://indyweek.com/news
https://indyweek.com/culture
https://indyweek.com/music
https://indyweek.com/food-and-drink
https://indyweek.com/guides
https://indyweek.com/search/event/upcoming-events/index.html
https://indyweek.com/supporttheindy
https://api.pico.tools/pn/INDYWeek/46zbyx92
https://cta-redirect.playbuzz.com/redirect-stream?eventName=mcd_player_cta_click&destinationUrl=https%3A%2F%2Findyweek.com%2Fnews%2Fdurham%2Fdurham-to-residents-wear-face-covering%2F&playerId=78f904eb-0fdf-4fa5-bc32-ef985f01eeb3&mcdSourceId=5df77b4828a061185617b3b6&adsModeConfig=breaking-ads&playbackConfig=auto-play&stickyConfig=true&implementation=rss&parentUrl=https%3A%2F%2Findyweek.com%2Fnews%2Fnorthcarolina%2Fduke-scholars-say-covid-19-exposed-racial-fault-lines%2F&pageLoadUid=c78f64ec-0835-430c-b27d-625eaaee2da0&sessionParentHost=indyweek.com&parentReferrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&userId=0lu41wngpm5bgtc8&adPlayer=Aniview&extraData=%7B%7D&ctaIndex=0%22/
https://cta-redirect.playbuzz.com/redirect-stream?eventName=mcd_player_cta_click&destinationUrl=https%3A%2F%2Findyweek.com%2Fnews%2Fdurham%2Fdurham-to-residents-wear-face-covering%2F&playerId=78f904eb-0fdf-4fa5-bc32-ef985f01eeb3&mcdSourceId=5df77b4828a061185617b3b6&adsModeConfig=breaking-ads&playbackConfig=auto-play&stickyConfig=true&implementation=rss&parentUrl=https%3A%2F%2Findyweek.com%2Fnews%2Fnorthcarolina%2Fduke-scholars-say-covid-19-exposed-racial-fault-lines%2F&pageLoadUid=c78f64ec-0835-430c-b27d-625eaaee2da0&sessionParentHost=indyweek.com&parentReferrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&userId=0lu41wngpm5bgtc8&adPlayer=Aniview&extraData=%7B%7D&ctaIndex=0


4/21/2020 Scholars Say COVID-19 Has Exposed America’s Racial Fault Lines - INDY Week

https://indyweek.com/news/northcarolina/duke-scholars-say-covid-19-exposed-racial-fault-lines/ 2/11

  
In a virtual panel discussion on Tuesday, three Duke
scholars said the COVID-19 pandemic, which has
disproportionately killed African Americans, has revealed
the racial fault lines that stretch across the country,
including in Durham.

William A. “Sandy” Darity, an economist whose research
focuses on racial wealth disparities, pointed out “two
central factors” that have thrown the pandemic’s impact
on African Americans into stark relief.

One is “the deep historical residue associated with the
health disadvantages that have embedded itself in the
black community.” 

Darity said black Americans have disproportionately
high incidences of chronic health conditions such
as hypertension, diabetes, and heart disease that make
them vulnerable to the disease’s worst outcomes.

“There are staggering numbers associated with racial
disparity in the mortality of COVID-19, where, for
example, blacks constitute about 32 percent of the
population in Louisiana but 70 percent of deaths from the
coronavirus,” Darity said.

The other factor is “the long history of racial injustice in
the United States,” and “the vast wealth disparities
between black and white Americans.” 

Black Americans constitute approximately 13 percent of
the population, but only possess about 2.6 percent of the
nation’s wealth, he said. “This translates into an average
gap, per household, of about $800,000 by race.”

Darity added that the immense wealth “means that under
any circumstance, black families have less resources to
function as a cushion, and they do not have the resources
to have access to the best health care or the best
preventive measures to ensure that one has better
health.” READ MORE
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In the months leading up to the pandemic, Durham’s
service workers employed by fast-food restaurants,
grocery stores, and big-box outlets relied on advocacy
groups to make public their need for a living wage and
a�ordable health insurance.

In the middle of the pandemic, these low-wage, low-
bene�t jobs have been deemed essential for a locked-
down public in search of food and other goods. Masked
and gloved workers continue to stock shelves and check
out patrons in stores that have resorted to signs directing
shopping routes and duct tape markings six feet apart. 

Before veering her study toward COVID-19’s social and
economic impact on service workers,
Duke University associate professor of public policy,
psychology, and neuroscience Anna Gassman-Pines had
been surveying service workers in a northeastern city in
the days leading up to the pandemic.

When the pandemic took root in the United States, the
workers were staying at home because their hours on the
job had “dramatically decreased.”

READ MORE
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As a consequence, Gassman-Pines said the decrease in
work was accompanied by a dramatic decrease in well-
being, “both for the parents and their children.”

One question on her survey asks parents how much of
their day is spent feeling sad, angry, fretful, or irritated.
Before the pandemic, Gassman-Pines said about 6.5
percent said most of their day was consumed by negative
feelings. Since the pandemic, “the numbers have more
than doubled to about 14 percent,” where parents
reporting negative feelings “all the time.”

Gassman-Pines said that’s also the case with service
workers’ children who are exhibiting behavioral issues
more frequently.

Andrew Foster, a professor of law who focuses on
community development law, said race exacerbates the
confrontation of a crisis by a society that’s deeply
unequal.

“I think that is our starting place,” said Foster, who noted
that in general economic terms 40 percent of all
Americans have less than $400 in savings, while 50
percent of all Americans who earn less than $50,000 a
year live paycheck to paycheck, while most households
have signi�cant amounts of death.

“And they are not well-positioned to deal with
the disappearance of work,” Foster said.

Foster said the unemployment rate that was 3.2 percent at
the end of February now stands at 15 percent and
could “easily be 20 percent by the end of this month.”

Moreover, Foster called the $2 trillion in stimulus
funds “a lot of money, but a mere drop in the bucket
against this historic crisis.” The $1,200 to $2,400 going to
cash-stressed families should be a monthly payment for

READ MORE
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the duration of the pandemic rather than a one-time
payment, he added.

Darity o�ered several “universal polices” that the
federal government could enact to help all Americans,
along with one that speci�cally targets racial wealth
disparities. He said, if implemented, these policies would
have better positioned the country to face the pandemic.

He said he’s been a longtime advocate for an economic bill
of rights, a national health plan, and a federal jobs
guarantee. He spoke of the need for new initiatives like
the multi-billion-dollar Works Program Administration,
the New Deal agency that FDR created in 1935.

Henry McKoy, an economist and director of
entrepreneurship at N.C. Central who has collaborated
with Darity, told the INDY that race-based health and
economic disparities laid bare by COVID-19 could
accelerate gentri�cation trends that the city was
experiencing before the pandemic crisis. He added that
unless local leaders take action, the pre-pandemic decline
of black wealth in the city will also accelerate.   

“Rent payments will be missed and folks will be evicted,”
he says. “Mortgage payments will be missed and homes
will be lost. Black folks have a high rate of
sole proprietorship as their form of business
and entrepreneurship, and their incomes have dried
up completely. The small black businesses that had
employees will also su�er and may close down. This will
have a broader impact on the black community’s
economic ecosystem, and that may mean kids can’t get
the resources to go to college or start their own
businesses.”

McKoy says time will tell how the virus a�ects recent
initiatives like the city’s $95 million a�ordable housing
bond that voters approved in November. He pointed out
that less attention has been paid to the loss of municipal

READ MORE
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revenue generated through hotel, restaurant, and sales
taxes.

“Communities love to be generous in terms of diversity
and inclusion when money is �owing and times are great,
but less so when they are not,” he says. “But those are
exactly the times when a community must show its true
soul and what it really cares about.”

Contact sta� writer Thomasi McDonald at
tmcdonald@indyweek.com.

DEAR READERS, WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW MORE
THAN EVER. Support independent local journalism
by joining the INDY Press Club today. Your contributions
will keep our fearless watchdog reporting and essential
arts and culture coverage viable in the Triangle,
coronavirus be damned.
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