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Historic Hayti Community 

■ Residential district located in Black Durham known as the “center-economy of black 
America”

– Revered as the “Capital of Black Middle Class” and known as the “Black Wall 
Street”

■ The rise of Hayti is attributed to several factors: 
1. Blacks seeking refuge from white terror
2. Durham’s keystone/anchoring industries 
3. The illusion of racial peace between whites and blacks  
4. Foundational leaders of Hayti

• Richard B. Fitzgerald; William G. Pearson; John Merrick; Dr. Aaron M. Moore; Charles C. 
Spaulding, and James E. Shepard



Sources of Social Tension among Black 
Durmanites 
■ Louis E. Austin, Founder of The Carolina Times

– Committed to speaking “The Truth Unbridled” 

■ Publicized racial inequities in the following areas: 
– Police misconduct and brutality
– Extrajudicial murders 
– Unjust Impoverishment
– Equal pay and workers rights
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